— - FUNERAL SERMON, 

I OLE 5 : S” PREACHBD * 0 | 

| 1 SAINT GEORGE'S CHURCH, 
"2  GOODMAN'S-FIEL =; > © 


7 
. . - 


: | UPON THE DEATH OF 


HENRY BECKMAN, £50, 


On Sunday, November 24. 1965. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF THAT GENTLEMAN, 
IN HIS LAST HOURS. 
| 8 TEM C4, 
BY CHRISTOPHER ERNESTUS SCHWAB: 4 
| TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN. 
LOND ON, | 
PRINTED BY DRYDEN LEACH, FOR THE AUTHOR 
i MDCCLXVI 8 — 


_—_— 
5 P 
1 
*. 
* 4 
= = 
_ 
„ LE 
* * 
- 
1 1 
- 
2. 
5 
3 
* N y 
1 3 
— » : 
Y U 
-— . = 
o = . 
—»6F 
0 _- XX 
+& © 
- ,-v 
I 
_— 
* 
5 9 
n 
* . 
- 
= we 
. 1 


3 
MRS. SUSANNA BECKMAN, 


OF NEW-BUILDINGS, BROAD STREET. 


MADAM, 


T is not from the merit of the following Pages, that I do 
myſelf the honour of addreſſing them to you: My chief mo- 
tive was the friendſhip that ſubſiſted between myſelf and your 

late huſband, whoſe memory muſt be ever dear to you, and 
whoſe loſs you have fo unfeignedly lamented. Though Dedica- 
tions be in general complimentary; yet I will not offend you, by 
faying all that is due to your conjugal fidelity, and your many 
other virtues, I truſt you will find much conſolation in the 
peruſal of what I preſume God has bleſſed for your ſervice, to 
whoſe eſpecial providence I recommend you. | * 


L am, with the utmoſt eſteem, 
MADAM, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


C. E. SCHWAB, 


Ll 


— 
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T HE PRAYER: 


REESSED be God our Father, and Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, who 
moved by love towards us, left the throne of Majeſty in Heaven 
for a ſeaſon, and came to us on earth to execute the moſt important 
work of Redemption; who, after having fulfilled the intent of his 
miſſion, afcended into Heaven, where he prays and makes interceſſion, 
for us, as our High Prieſt; who likewiſe, if we obey his voice, and 
receive him in our conſciences, delights to be with us ſtill, and to begin 
the good work of Grace through his ſpirit. But chiefly at this time, 
praiſed be the Name of the Lord God of Hoſts, in that he has graciouſly 
ſpared us, who have been wicked, ungrateful, and at ſundry times re- 
bellious, and that he has preſerved our lives to this day, not for any 
works of GR that we have done, but for his mercy's ſake, 
which manifeſted the grace of God, the fountain of Salvation to all men, 
teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world; looking for that 
bleſſed hope in the glorious appearing of the Great God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Ia ſuch meaſure to Thee, O moſt merciful God, 
do we make our appeal. For thou art He, that took us out of the 
womb ; thou wert our hope, when we hanged yet upon our mother's breaſts. 
Thou art God, whoſe years are throughout all generations. Thou laidſ 
the foundation of the earth, and the beavens are the works of thy hands. 
They ſhall periſh, but Thou endureſt -” ever and ever. hou weakeneſt 

our 


(2) 

our firength in the way of our pilgrimage, and ſhorteneft our days accord- 
ing to the counſel of thine infinite fore-knowledge, To what end is 
it, ſhould the days of our trial amount to threeſcore and ten years? 
Nay more, ſhould we attain fourſcore, or even ſurpaſs them? Secing at 
lat, though we have ſurvived to the utmoſt extent of temporal duration, 


ve muſt be reduced to exclaim, that it has all been labour and ſorrow, 


——— Nevertheleſs, O moſt merciful and gracious God, do not hurry us 
thy ſervants away as with a flood, neither let us be as aſleep z —let us not 
be cut off, before we have borne good fruits through thy grace, and are 
ripe for the reapers, which are thy holy angels. We appear now be- 
fore thy face, O Lord God, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt thy ſon, through 
whoſe righteouſneſs we have peace with Thee, and humbly and grate- 
fully confeſs, that all the good we have enjoyed has not been fortuitous, 
but providential ; not by our own hands, but done, O Lord, from 
thine.— 0 God, whoſe mercy endures for ever and ever, be now pre- 
ſent with us, and beſtow thy benediction on our endeavours ; for what 
are our works, or what are we, without Thine aſſiſtance and inſpiration ? 
—— Thou, Lord Jeſus, haſt promiſed to be with us always, even 10 the 
end of the world. We lay hold on this thy promiſe. will not let thee 


go, except thou bleſſeſt us. Amen. 
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© thankſgivi 


beart : 1 
dearly beloved, is 
to ey! believer, even the hymn 
. ix, ver. 2, ſung to the 
merciful, and cious, and wha (as hi 
fuch to every one, 
to him, ſince he is the chief and per- 
manent Good to all w brd) iber: to fs Divine Maj that 
Majeftic Power, which alone does wonders in heaven and eart and by 
which he tranſcends as Great Creator, Dear Father, and Omaniſciens 
Governor over all men z whoſe miraculous deeds, both now and ever, 
are ſo conſummate in nay} yrs U. d Len that Seraphim ſingi 
to the laud of his Glory, © Holy, hol N of Sabaoth : 
* Heaven and — are full af the 1260 ue hy Glory,” are con- 
ſtrained to cover their faces and their — be motive of David's 
1 was his ſtate of tranquillity at 
that partici Nor long before he ſaw kimfelf ſurrounded by a 
multitude of + v that ated him, and (had it been in their 
power) would have totally him. But now he finds himſelf in 
a ſituation of entire ſafety ; for bis enemies are na more, they are driven 
back, fallen, and have periſbed. This (as he well confeſſes) could not be 
effected by him, for he was perfectly convinced of his own weaknels in 
reſpect to the vaſt number of his adverſaries, neither could it be the 
work of human allies or proſperous fortune, abr of is certainly noc 


only the Maker of all creatures, but the Diſpoler of all events. In 
which character he aſcribes the honour of the victory not his own 
courage or conduct, but to the Lord. Thou (ſays he) ver. 3. driven 
them back. They ore fallen, and have periſbed af thy preſence. ow, as 
che deliverance ftom an enemy, by the timely aid of another, is a great 
bencht before God in every man's conſcience; ſo every one that has 
received ſuch a is under 8 malt religious 2 


grateful, The gratit of the Proper here coli N. 
6 85 
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words; for he only ſays, 1 praiſe Thee. However, the Lord is pleaſed 
with it, becauſe he loves the ſincerity of the heart. In the mean time, 
it is far otherwiſe with the thank fulneſs of hy pocrites. Theſe alſo thank 
God; but their gratitude is wholly external; expreſſed by words and 


| geſtures, that by others they may be looked upon as the true wor- 


ſhippers. They induſtriouſly endeavour to attain the habit and manner 
of thoſe that are heartily thankful ; but they are detected by God, unto 
whoſe eyes all things are naked and open, Heb. iv. 13. and are diſmiſſed 
with an heavy denunciation, according to the ſentence of our Bleſſed 
Redeemer, Matt. vii. 23. Moreover, our Prophet does not hold it 
ſufficient merely to give thanks to the Lord; that is, to acknowledge 


that, by delivering him from his enemies, God had done him great and 


oo: org benefit; but he adds ſtill farther, I will ſhew forth all thy mar. 
vellous works, The conſequence deducible therefrom is, that the be- 
liever's duty conſiſts not only in the recognition of mercies received 
from God, and his miracles either ſeen or upon record, but likewiſe in 
an officious diligence to propagate and extol them amongſt others. 
This is evident from God's command, which he gave his people Iſrael 
to remember the deeds done before their eyes: only take heed to thyſelf 
(ſays he, Deut. iv. ver. 9.) and keep thy ſoul diligently, leſt thou forget the 


things which thine eyes hove ſeen, and leſt they depart From thy heart all the 


days of thy life ; but teach them thy ſons, and thy ſons ſons. 
Thus he who will do things pleaſing to the Lord his God, muſt re- 


flect with himſelf upon the unutterable bleſſings God has already con- 


ferred upon him by the ſending of his Son, and the mercy that he daily 
ſhews him by preſerving him in patience and long-ſuffering.—Hence 
let him humbly ſay, with David, Ipraiſe thee, O Lord, with my whole 
heart.” Alas! it is but too common amongſt them who call themſelves 
Chriſtians (would to God they were not too manifeſt a majority!) to 


_ aſcribe all the benefits they receive to themſelves or to fortune, and by 


that means deprive God of the honour juſtly due to him, and his moſt 
meritorious name of laud and praiſe. Yet Zion has ſtill her citizens, 
though their number be but inconſiderable, that not. only praiſe the 
Lord their God in good days, but even thank Him and bleſs Him in 
croſſes and afflictions, and can ſing praiſes to His holy name in the 
agonies of death itſelf ——But what ſenſations of ſorrow have I now to 
undergo, as I caſt my eyes about this congregation, and diſcover ſo 
many melancholy objects! How much it goes to my heart to ſee the 
tears of a moſt diſconſolate widow flowing afreſh, as ſhe painfully 

2 acquits 
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acquits her duty in the moſt faithful manner toward her late huſband, 
in what reſpects his Po o his; hodily concern! How ſeverely 

am I affected at the hard and repeated trials of a tender father, weeping 
for the loſw/of a ſectind Toblo How, grieyons: the taſk to mention ſuch 
calamities; ifince Imuſt>necefſarily make woynds to bleed anew, which 
are ſcarcely healed in any degree! How muſt I ſympathize with the deep 
afflictioa d u mother that but fifteen months ſince had the joy to be- 
hold undizareſs-two dear ſons, both now covered an the dreary grave; 
wherefore, alas! now overcome with grief, ſhe may ſay, with Naomi, 
Call nt nat Naomi, call me Mara, for the Almighty bas deait very, bitterly 
« with me, Ruth i. 20. In a word, who is there that retaing,any 
feeling of humanity, but muſt be moved at ſuch a fight as this; at the 
reat number of kinsfolk of both ſexes, whoſe habit indicates thei 
rrow for the loſs of a friend, who in this life was ſo near and dear tq 
them; : If ſuch a ſpectacle from circumſtances already conſidered. be 
affecting, what an addition muſt it be to my particular rief, that I 
have loſt an intimate friend, who himſelf choſe the text which is now 
before me, and upon which I was deſired to preach. When I meditate 
on his laſt words, relating to his aſſurance of the Divine Mercy, which 
he uttered before his end to me, ſaying, Now I AM Harey—T Have 
PEACE WITR GoD.——And again,-How HAPPY, O FRIEND, SHALL 
WE BOTH BE THEN, WHEN WE SHALL SING BEFORE THE THRONE OF 
God AN ETERNAL HALLELUJAH TO THE LAMB, WHICH HAS BEEN 
KILLED ron oun sims SAKE! When I meditate (I ſay) upon ſtriking 
circumſtances like theſe, I am perſuaded my dearly beloved brethren 
will readily indulge me with their approbation for every aſſertion I can 
urge in his fayour.——I know that to-day you expect no learned ex- 
5 but what you look for is to be fortified in your faith, which, 

y the Grace of God, ſhall be ſufficiently done in deductions from m 
text. But, before we proceed, we will through Chriſt apply to God, 
rich in goodneſs and. mercy, and will beſeech him, yea confident] 
beſeech Him, as pious children their dear father, that we may have 
grace to be partakers of the treaſures which are in Jeſus, who has taught 
and commanded us thus to pray. | 
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1. And in that da thou ſhalt ſay, O Lord, I will praiſe thee: though 
thou waſt — me, thine anger is turned away, and thou com. 


52 me. 
. Behold, God is my ſalvation: I will truſt, and not nated. for 


the Lord Jehovah is my ſtrengh and my ſong, lune 


ſalvation. 


n you draw water oue of the wells. of 
al 

4. And in that day ſhall ye fay, praiſe the Lord, eos, 
declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is 


exalted, 
5. Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent things : this is 


known in all the earth. 
6. Cry out and ſhout, thou inhabitant of Zion : for great inthe holy. 


one of Iſrael in the midſt of thee. 


In prscouvrsING UPON THESE WORDS, I SHALL CHIEFLY CONSIDER 
THESE TWO PARTICULARS; FIRST, THE NATURE OF THE RENEFITS 
WHICH WE RECEIVE FROM GOD; AND, SECONDLY, THE HYMN OF 
PRAISE WHICH SHOULD BE THE CONSEQUENCE THEREOF. 


Dran Beloved! whatever we have a neceſſity for in this 
world, God's good creatures anſwer, we have God for our Cre- 


ator 3 and all things, O man, are created for thy benefit or uſe. There 
is nothing and meritorious in and about us, which could impel 
and move to deal thus with us; we rightly conclude that God has 
ſet us in this world, to manifeſt towards us the riches of his love, 
mercy, and grace. 

Whatever good, either ly or bodily, happens to us, is a benefit. 
The benefits which God ſhews us, in reſpect to our natural life, are 
either general or particular. That God gives and preſerves this natural 
life; that he prepares man's bones in the womb, and him out of it; 
that he gives us whatever is neceſſary for this life's preſervation, belongs 
ro the £5 of benefits, which are called general. But if God brings 
one man to great honours on earth, and gives another an eſpecial bleſ- 
ſing in trade; it he favours bis perſon with a rare — of 8 


ty) 
and a continual health, and beftows upon that a good nius or .natu- - 


ral if he preſents a thicd with a good memory, an a fourth 
— * ing, j and wiſdom, we are to call theſe 
gifts particular benefi | 


r tn. . | 
How great and ſhining all the gifts are, now mentioned, how much 
vain men boaſt of their quality, riches, or acquired ſciences, where- 
with they think to ontdo others; they are highly miſerable, if alone 
they aim at the periſhable things of this world, nay aim at them ſo in- 
duſtriouſly and covetouſly, that they hinder God's Spirit in His work- 
ings, who but He alone can the gifts which make quite perfect, 
which Chriſt the promiſed the of the ſlain lamb, 
and the ſerpent lifted up by Moſes, has. acquired through his death on 
the croſs. John iii. 14, 15. Numb. xxv. 8, g. PC. lxvin. 19. Eph. iv. 


8, 9, 10. a | \ 
| We therefore can contribute nothing, but rather hinder the acquiring 
of thoſe gifts, which adapt us to that perfect and moſt happy life, for 
which God has created us. God, who never has been tired in doing 
bountifully to us, His creatures; God, who has loved us always as a 
render father his children, has contrived means by which we may at- 
tain it. We ſee that in the example of the Jews, in our text, ver. 4. who 
by the univerſal call to the communion of Chriſt's kingdom and par- 
taking of his redemption, are finally to be called and gathered out of 
7 . now have mentioned is: God, who has 
we now have : 

propoſed Feſus far the ſalvation of the; whole world, calls every one to 
partake of him as an infallible Saviour to ſuch as perſevert in faith on 
him, The grace of the Lord, according to God's purpoſe, is to be 
made known to every one, and in ſuch wiſe the ſalvation of the Lord 
Meſſias is to be offered. This indeed has been done already before 
Chriſt's coming on earth, as well preceding as after the deluge. If 
now the will — God with reſpect to that diſpenſation is not become 
known to every one, the fault is in no degree to be imputed to God, 
* * to mens careleſſneſs on the one hand, and obſtinacy on 
the other.. | | 

The command of the Lord Jeſus in the terms of the new covenant is, 
in regard to calling, univerſal; no people, or generation, no quality, 
nay, no man is excepted out of it. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Luke xxiv. 
17. 1 Tim. ii. 4. 2 Pet. ii. 9. Yet God doth not let it ſuffice, that 
He calls us by his word, but ſtill through his Spirit He gives us inward 
conviction. The ſame ſpirit ſtrove of old with the firſt world. Gen, vi. 3; 

4 a 


TS 
and does fo ſtill, according to Chriſt's promiſe, even to this . 
0 ohn xvi. 8. 11 a "NA "wh „t. | | w 098 1 ; 
4 Woe to him, who deſpiſes the firſt gifts of the Spirit, for ſuch a one | 
always is ftubborn, and wich whom the working of grace beats no- 
thing but curſed thorns and thiſtles of ſin! Woe to him, who prefers. 
| Satan's and the world's friendſhip to God's benevolence ; and doth not 
x +" himſelf for a higher grace ; for the conſequence is, at laſt he is 
forſaken by God's Spirit, and perſiſts in the hardneſs of his heart. God 
commiſerating all men, calls every ſuch ſinner that ſo obſtinately is the 
cauſe of his eternal ruin, with a heart kindled with love: O I/rae!, thou 
deſtroyeſt thyſelf ; but in me is thy help. Hof. xiii. 9. If thou would'ſt 
conſider, O man, who heareſt God call thus, what is uſeful to thy 
temporal and eternal peace; ſurely thou would'ſt give up the ſervice of 
him, who fo many years together has carried thee about as a fettered 
ſlave, and fold to all fins and vices ; thou couldeſt love no longer him, 
who from the beginning had amerced thee, and out of ſpite and envy, , 
deprived of God's love, the moſt amiable of all beings; thou wouldeſt 
hate fin, inticing and noxious fin, which ſeparates thee and thy God; 
Ifa. lix. 2. nay thou wouldeſt hate it with thy whole heart, with the 
reſolution to commit it no more, He, who will become a partaker, to 
get God on his fide through Chriſt, and for Chriſt's ſake, leave off fin, 
does works meet for repentance, and believes on the goſpel. Penitence 
and faith are the two points, by which we have acceſs, Our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſtinculcatesthem, upon that account, very earneſtly in his firſt ſermon, 
Mark i. 15. Saying, Repent ye, and believe the goſpel. Theſe are the 
points, O man, which thou can'ſt not accompliſh by thine own. power, 
for thou art by nature dead in fins. Eph. ii. 1, 8. Well then weigh a 0 
little, what can a dead man do? Is he capable of motion or activity? 
Thou knoweſt that cannot be. No more can thy penitence be real 
penitence, if it be not wrought by God. Faith thou canſt not im- 
part to thyſelf ; it is God's gift. Eph. ii. 8. Repentance, as has been 
now proved, thou canſt not attain either with thine own nor another's 
{trength. Then what is left within the compaſs of thy weaknefs to do? 
Nothing elſe, but to caſt thee down humble with all thy ſuppoſed good 
works and merits, which without Chriſt Jeſus are thy ſins, and to pray 
with Ephraim: Jer. xxxi. 18. Turn thou me, Lord, and Þ ſhall be turned. 
If God works repentance in thee, he ſhews thee through his law, as in 
a mirror, all thy ſins, their ugly form, and dreadful deſert, and a- 
wakens and terrifies thy careleſs heart by the thunder of His voice in 


thy conſcience z nay pierces it like a two-edged ſword, piercing even 4 
| | / 
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the dividing aſunder f ſoul and ſpirit, inſomuch, that thou confeſſeſt all 
thy fear before him, the judge of all fleſh; art aſhamed of having ſo 
baſely forgot thy ſole: benefactor, and ſo criminally offended, and paſſeſt 
ſeatence on thyſelf with the thoughts and intents-of thy heart; thy heart, 
which is now thy judge to condemn thee. ' Heb. iv. 12. But leaves 
not a ſinner, whoſe heart is thus broken and contrite, in ſo deſperate a 
condition, but brings forth in him, through the word of His Goſpel, 
faith.in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by it ſhews him, that for his ſake 
Jeſus had alſo been ſent forth 10 be @ propitiation for his fins. Rom. ili. 
25. and upon that account his bones broken by Moſes's law, may re- 
joice anew. Is not this, O ſinner, an ineſtimable benefit that the 

rd deals thus with thee ? Is not that ſhewing mercy inſtead of juſtice ? 
Muſt not thou, when reflecting on ſuch love, cry out in a tranſport : 
Ol the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and goodneſs of God ! 
Rom. xi. 33. But the Divine Benefactor ſtaps nat here. . 
But be ſends croſſes to bis children to ß them in faith, merely for 
to manifeſt his love to them in the end; for ſaith St. Paul, Gal. iii. 26, 
Ye all are the children of God by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, The believers 
aggrieved at firſt, look upon them many times as marks of the divine 
wrath, whereas the iſſue proves always, they were the reſult of love. 
We ſee, that from the believers in our text, x. 1. who the Prophet in- 
troduces, acknowledging that when they looked upon their late ſtate, 
namely, their captivity, as a mere wor of divine wrath, they were 
in the wrong, as their hymn of praiſe ſufficiently proves. A believer 
under affliction, muſt think upon no account that God deals hardly 
with him, or be angry with Him. God alone knows what is beſt for 
thee. If ſuch thoughts of God enter thy head, remember Job, whom 
God himſelf gave this praiſe, he was a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feared God andeſchewed evil. Haſt thou had a like meaſure of af- 
fliction? Four terrible meſſengers, following ſuddenly one upon another, 

came to him. The firſt of them related, that the Sabeans living upon 

robbing and plunder, had taken away his oxen and aſſes; the r 
the Chaldeans had made an invaſion, and carried away all his camels; 
the third, the fire was fallen from heaven, and had burnt up the ſheep 
and the ſervants; the fourth, that there had ruſhed a great wind from 
the wilderneſs and had ſmitten the four corners of the houſe of his eldeſt 
ſon, and it fell upon the young men, and they were dead. If only one 
ſuch ſad accident has befallen thee, hadſt thou behaved ſo patiently, 
humbly kiſſed God's rod and ſpoke : The Lord gave, and the Lard bath 
taken away, Baſed be th name of the Lord, Job i. xxi. And behold * 


20 | 

who wilt be Jefus's diſciple, and hath got no other badge of thy Saviour's 
ſervice, thou wilt complain of the — of thy croſs, thou wilt be; 
come impatient of it. Pray, ponder, if thou ſhouldſt ſuffer ſtill a 
greater evil than what thou ſuffereſt, that thou haſt deſerved it all. 
What ou and ſorrow haſt thou occaſioned God through thy fins, 
that alſo he did not ſpare his only ſon, but delivered him up, nay de- 
livered him up to the ignominious and painful death of the croſs, for 
to make fatisfaftion for the fins of the whole world, and thus for thine 
alſo. 1 John ii. 2. Dareſt thou yet fay, that your croſs is hard ? Ob- 
ſerve then, if God viſit thee with a croſs, beat it patiently, and do not 
repine at it, for this is an abomination unto the Lord. But the tears 
and the ſorrows, as the ordinary conſequences of chaſtiſements, are, if 
they be ſincere, not unacceptable to God. This is confirmed when 
our Saviour announces to his diſciples their imminent ſufferings, ye ſhull 
be forrowful, ye fall weep and lament, John xvi. 20. St. Paul follows 
this Divine Redeemer, and expreſſes himſelf on that behalf thus: Now 
no chaſtening for the preſent ſeems to be joyous, but grievous, Heb. xii, It. 
Thus the practice of thoſe is ſufficiently refuted, that pretend to be in a 
ſtate of repentance,” and yet can be indifferent in it. Thofe, that 6 
bghtly do judge of it, muſt never have had a true feeling of rhe miſery 

their fins. For could that be ſuppoſed, how world they be ſo darin 
to contradict Jeſus, the mouth of truth, in all the agonies of his aſe 
| ſion? Therefore, Jeſus's ſentence ſtands confirmed, the experience of 
* thoſe ſtands, that love Jefus, their Maſter, that his followers never re- 
main without trials. They muſt often, lamenting, afk, as if they were 
called upon by the Prophet. Iſa. xxi. 11. Watchman, what of the night ? 
Watchman, what of the mght'?? The watchman ſaid, the morning cometh, 
and aiſo the night. Oh | Keeper and Watchman of Ifrael ! Is that night 
ſoon over, the night that laſteth us fo long becauſe of our preſſing af- 
fliction ? Do our complaints and griefs ſoon end? O God! the fun of 
Joy riſes anew to others, but over us a dark night ſtill impends, a night, 
that we have to ſpend in tears, ing, griets and complaining. Ts 
| this the lot of God's children ? O! how hard is it 'then to be a child of 
. | God. Thus many of the Jews in captivity, may have thought in the 
| beginning, as we may conclude from our text, when they, God's own 
people, the prieſts of all nations, were ordained to be the ſlaves of ano- 
ther people; but, as we ſhall hear afterwards, they thought at the end 
8 for. it was profitable for them. And thus is affliction to every 
believer, by it he is reminded not only of his actual ſins, but it raiſes 
in him compunction for them: he confeſſes his fault, pays God the 
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honour due to him in reſpeS to his juſticez and fays, as did Joſeph's 
brethren, Gen. xlii. 19. I am-verily guilty concerning this or that fin ; 
nay, I had deſerved a greater pun ent than this, if God had not 
fhewn me inſtead of executing juſtice. 

Is not this a to the finner ? Where is now-the hardneſs of the 
croſs? What can thoſe anfwer to it; to whom the croſs ſeems to be fo 
very hard ? Silence will be the beſt anſwer, and ſubmiſſion to the Divine 
Providence, the wiſeſt behaviour. God wrongs no body; and how 
2 22 to his children ? Every one of them muſt rather own, 

— hy calamities which they have undergone, they have been 
—_ fins and vices, ſtirred up to true godlneſs, and fortified - 
in faith and patience. In this manner, Senke what He has ſpoken 
in the rc Fol 1. 6. 7 2 way with thorns, and 


gone 
| Gor hw Ted is driven b Acer te Rn This is the right trial of 
faith. Wholoever ſhall indure this, his faith is right, and more pre- 
me 8 „though it bree wich ire, 8. — 
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hink God at the greateſt diftance from that he i 
* and this ſhews, nn N 


That he never fuſfers belltvers- to want anilitive, when yt is th 
moſt urgent. The greateſt diſtreſs of a believer, if he be tried, is fin; 
which is. the wrong he has done to God. Nothing grieves him io 
much, as that whatever wrong he has done concerns him nearly; but 
he cannot pardon his behaving fo dy towards God; "wha 
— he can find no where ep wenn nt me (Go 
o „ mY 
ſincerely and begs earneſtly, | 


God, who is all love, n 
to let ſuch a diſtreſſed ſoul 
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He hears her; for his fatherly heart is touched. He therefore gives 
her power (for the power of God, in ſuch weak ſouls, is pee iarly 
ſtrong) to apply to herſelf the promiſes of grace, which He has given 
to the weary and heavy laden. In the ſtrength of the Lord (like Gi- 
deon againſt the Midianites, Judg. vi. 14, 16.) ſhe goes a hungering 
after grace, and thirſting for righteouſneſs, to the fountain of ſalvation, 
to draw water for the refreſhing of her ſoul, This is indeed a great 
comfort for ſuch a ſoul already, that ſhe that before could not go or 
ſtand, now can walk : but in her walking, ſhe ſtill has a great trouble 
upon her, of which ſhe wiſhes to be freed. To walk, ſhe ſays, I have 
. ſtrength; but this is not ſufficient to draw water. But by this ſhe 
doth not ſuffer herſelf to be diſcouraged from proceeding, though ſhe 
finds it a hard taſk. She and comes to the well, which the Lord 
has ſhewed her. Her diſtreſs, which ſhe had before, is now over 
ſeeing ſomebody ſtanding there, who calls and invites: Whoſoever 
thirjteth, let bim come to me and drink; John vii. 37. She comes and 
drinks. As ſoon as ſhe hath drank ſhe finds in herſelf a particular 
ſtrength and chearfulneſs. Like a traveller, who, in a ſummer ſeaſon, 
from a long journey being faint and tired, is refreſhed and ſtrengthened 
by a draught of water; ſo is the ſoul now refreſhed, by the water which 
Jeſus has given her. All fears of death and hell, which had ſeized her 
before, are over; ſince Jeſus bid her be of good cheer, like the wo- 
man who had the bloody iſſue for twelve years, to whom He ſaid, 
_ Thy faith bath made thee whole. Before, ſhe could no more lift up her 
eyes towards heaven than the publican; but now, her fins through 
Jeſus being forgiven, ſhe hears the voice of the Almighty, the Lord of 
Hoſts, cry to her from heaven, Fear not, I am with thee, &c. Ifa. xli. 10. 
From this it is plain, that there is a great difference between him who 
puts his truſt in men, and the vain things of this world; and him who, 
in all things, confides in the loving kindneſs of the Lord. He who 
ſows in the fleſh, can in the time of trouble, when the hour of tempta- 
tion is near, expect nothing but carnal help and comfort, and reap at 
the end utter deſtruction z when he, who ſows in the Spirit, has this 
conſolation, that God calls to him, Fear not, I am with . Great as 
the danger may be, ſhe ſhall lack no good thing, and after this preſent 
ſhe reaps eternal life, Gal. vi. 8. | a 


Now, my friends, if theſe things are really great benefits, as I have 
. if they are indiſpenſably neceſſary for all who deſire eternal 
ppineſs, it is highly requiſite that every one ſhould ſtrive to _— 


* 


(E13) 
them; and if he is in a ſtate of grace, to obſerve his duty, which is to 
be thankful. Therefore we proceed now to the Spe bv 16] 

Second particular, and conſider THE BELIEVER'S HYMN OF PRAISE. 

_ He, who will ſing a hymn of praiſe to the glory of God, his great 
benefactor, muſt adore, praiſe, and magnify His majeſty, wiſdom, 
loving kindneſs, juſtice, holineſs, together with his great works and 
deeds. But if this ſhall duly be done, we muſt be acquainted with the 
attributes and glorious works of the Lord. But theſe we cannot learn 
except from His word, nor underſtand until the Spirit of God opens 
| 8 like the heart of Lydia, that we ſhould attend to the Holy 

ord. ty . | 

Now thofe whoſe hearts are thus opened, are called believers; and 
are the only fit and able perſons to a hymn of praiſe, which is 
pleaſmg to the Lord. He, therefore, wha deſires to ſing ſuch a hymn 
of praiſe, muſt do it | | | 

From the bottom of his heart, as is evident from ver. 1. And in that 
day, thou fhalt ſay, O Lord, I will praiſe thee, though thou waſt angry 
with me, - thine anger is turned away, and thou tomforteſt me. The perſons , 
who ſing this hymn, are thoſe that are converted from Judaifm, to the 
communion of Chriſt. It was ſuch a hymn as pleaſed God. In it they 
confeſs, that are nothing, and that God is all. To him alone 
they aſcribe all help and ſalvation. They praiſe him for mercies received, 
and gratefully ſhew their filial odor, by ſubmitting in every thing 
to his will. A plain proof this, that it is the greateſt mercy a man can 
receive, if by the of God, he is come to ſuch a point of perfection, 
as not only to confeſs Chriſt with his mouth, but to believe in him with 
his heart. No praiſe, no thankſgiving, and no prayer can be accept- 
able to God, if it does not flow from faith in his ſon. This we ſee in 
the believing Jews. As long as the general invitation to the receiving 
of the Salvation of the Meſſias was not given them, as long as they 
had been expoſed to t calamities, they only looked on their con- 
dition as a ſtate of wrath ; but the invitation of the new covenant being 
given them, as our Prophet obſerved before, and received by them, 

their ſad condition was turned into a ſtate of grace. The application 
which the believer makes in our text, and in which the Prophet includes 
all other believers, proves this ſaying, ver. 2: Behold God is my ſalvation, 

I will truſt and not be afraid, for the Lord Jebovab is my firength and my 
ſong, he alſo is become my ſalvation. From hence we conclude, that man 

muſt be very unhappy as long as he lives in a ſtate of nature, for he 

reſiſts God alway. he is brought to the Lord God, 9 


614) 


of nothing leſs than of praiſing Him for his mercies. The ſole aim on 
which he founds all his hopes and joys, is to acquire riches, authority, 
honour, and friends. No obſtacles, no inconveniences of this life, 
are ſufficient to deter him from hĩs deſign. So miſerably blind is that 
man who builds his hopes upon the periſhable things of this world: 
but he will not believe it, ſince he imagines he cannot be happy with- 
out them, and propoſes to himſelf to praiſe God in quietnels, when 
he has got plenty of proviſion for himſelf. This deſign would be very 
ood, if it was Gunded an the will and commandment of God; bur. 
19ce the Scriptures, in which alone we have the will of God ſet down, 
preſcribe nothing like it, it is of no validity at all. Nay, if you at- 
tend to incidents of this world, it is plainly to be obſerved that, in 
general, moſt people never bring this intention into execution; for 
wordly things have not power to awaken them to gratitude, ' But, 
what do I ſay? they really thank God. But how? juſt like the Pha- 
riſee. Outwardly they appear as decent as the true children of God, 
and ſay with their lips, we thank thee, O Lord. They give charity 
too; but not with a deſign to ſhew that mercy and love towards their 
neighbour, which God has ſhewed to them, but to get glory. Can 
this be called gratitude? Is this a proper management of thoſe things 
we poſſeſs only for a ſhort time? Is this calling God his ſtrength? 
Every one that acts ſo ſhamefully towards his God, is ſet down by 
him on the ſame liſt as Pharaoh's chief butler, Gen, xl. 23. on ac- 

count of his behaviour towards Joſeph, What a fooliſh- part, O man, 
doth thou act in this; for as gtatitude is the greateſt of virtues, ſo 
| Ingratitude is the moſt enormous of vices ; for by that the mercy and 
love of God are loſt, and the hope of ſuch a man, as the wiſe man 
in the book of Wiſdom, xvi. 2. 9, obſerves, will be like the white 
froſt in winter, &c. 1 2 
Now, Ingratitude being ſuch a heinous fin, and a believer of no- 
thing more fearful than of committing any one ſin, knowing what 
fin hath coſt God and him, he will by no means ſhew himſelf un- 
ateful. To the immortal honour of king Ahaſuerus it is written, 
ſth. vi. that he ordered, Chronicles to be kept, and the names of 
thoſe to be ſet down, who had well deſerved about his empire, that 
they might not only be rewarded, as in the caſe of Mordecai; but 
even that their  names' ſhould be preſerved from oblivion. Thus a 
child of God acts who has found Chriſt to be his ſalvation z with joy 
he always thinks of the great love of his God towards all his Crea- 
tures : but he is all in rapture, when he thinks on the time in which 
it 


Iſaiah Ixxii. 14, all 


believers ſometimes, to praiſe | 
will duly praiſe him, muſt him and pray with holy David, 
Pal: li. 15. O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth ſhall ſhrew forth 
Thy praiſe; and this is not to be done once. | | 
But the wholt time of our life : nat only in the days of proſperity, but in times 
of adverſity. The reaſon of the believers doing fo, is the Lord's will and 
commandment, which to tran is 40 in. Can a believer do this? 
David, knowing God's heart, reveals to us his will, Pal. I. 14. Of- A 
fir um God thankſgiving : and St. Paul writes: to the Theflalonians, _ 
3 in every thing giur thanks, for this — — — 
Chreft concerning you. New, ſince thankdgiving, as t | 
Pata toro trix. 's: pleaſes God batter than. an ox or bullock that | 
horns and bos, it is evident that a believer is obliged to thank the 
Lord and he who thanks him ulſo praiſes bim. 
Every thing in God is worthy of praiſe and glory ; if we conſider 
His majeſty and greatneſs, we find 2bat He is 4 Cad, and a i 
over al the gods; and that every thing that has life and breath t 
bow before Him: nay, chat even angels and.archangels are willing 
and ready to execute His commands. Do we look up to heaven, and - 
to the firmament?. David ſays of the cfſt, they declare the glory of God; 
and of the laſt, they ſbow his handy work. A believer, ſeeing and heari 
this, ſhould not be wanting in glorifying the-mazeſty and greatneſs o 
the Lord of Hoſts ; and, to do i. more effectually, he ſearches for it 
according to the meaſure of knowletige and grace which he has, and 
if he has loſt himſelf, as it were, in the infinite greatneſs of God, he 
crics out with wondering David, Pfal. cxlw; 3. Great is the Lord, aud 
greatly to be praiſed ; and bis greatneſs is unſearcbable. As it is in reſpect 
to he majeſty of God, ſo it is wich regard 10 all his attributes and 
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( 16 ) 
works, amongſt which there is none that ſets à believer more à won: 
dering than His love with which He has loved him for Jeſus ſake, 
and by which he has graciouſly freed him from eternal death, which, 
by his fins, he juſtly deſerved. ' Free from this ſhocking danger, and 
remembering the aſſiſtance of God, he ſings to Him, according to our 
text, that hymn of praiſe and thankſgiving which Moſes and the thou- 
ſands of Iſrael ſung to their God after their deliverance, ſaying, Thou 
art my ſtrength and my ſong, and my ſalvation, therefore I am ſafe 
and fear not. How happy is a man who is united to God, and has 
taken Him for his part I and how unhappy is he that thinks lightly 
of Him! Is it not a ſhameful thing for a man to receive all power 
and ſtrength from God, and yet forget Him as the wicked does? 
On the contrary, a believer, knowing that he has no power and ſtrength 
without God, he begs and prays for His aſſiſtance to enable him to 
make Him his ſong; alſo nothing can move him from his reſolution, 
No temptation of the world can detain him from his duty: daily to 
praiſe and give thanks to his God; and what is more, he is not caſt 
down neither in calamities or death itſelf, knowing he is not alone 
but God is with him. Sure of this gracious preſence of God, he 
undauntedly faces all vexations of this liſe. God (he ſays) who i as 
good as his word, is my God, and how can he forſake me his child. 


He will deliver me from death, and glorify me: I will praiſe him even 


in death. The very ſame God, who enabled his faithful ſervants 
Paul and Silas, when, for the ſake of his name, they were ſcou 
and Jay fettered in priſon, to praiſe Him, is ſtill exiſting. He 
ſtrengthened the three young men in the _ furnace joyfully to 
praiſe Him, is the God of my covenant and falvation, and he will 
give me grace before I depart out of this life, to ſay with holy Da- 
vid, full of love and gratitude. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul ; and all 
that is within me bleſs His holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul ; and 
forget not all His benefits : who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; who bealeth 
all thy diſeaſes ; who redeemeth thy life from deſtruftion ; who crowns thee 
with loving kindneſs and tender mercies. | | 

Now, my dear friends, it is time to draw towards the concluſion ; 
but before I do this, it will be proper to ſatisfy your expeftation about 
the happy end of our dearly beloved brother, departed in the Lord, 
Concerning his former life, I haye no occaſion to mention any thing, 
this being ſufficiently known to moſt members of this congregation ; I 
ſhall mention only what I have ſeen and heard in the latter days of his 
life. His fear of death, in the beginning, was yery great, as he * 


(17) 

his repentance was not genuine. For which reaſon he could not, 
obſerved, apply to himſelf the promiſes which God, in his word, has 
en to the weary and beam laden. He was in great bitterneſs for 

gh he did not make the beginning of his in this his 
fickneſs z 2 — 
the commandments of his God. If riches and friends could miniſter 
comfort to a diſtreſſed and broken heart, as ſome vainly imagine, who 
ight ſooner have found comfort than he ? For he wanted neither, 


4 


his firſt word was, I ſhould kneel down and pray with him. During my 
prayer, he claſped my hands, prayed very earneſtly, and told me 


— — — However, the fear of death was 
not quite over but the who does thing in due ſeaſon, 
ſhewed him moſt mercifully that he can give to the weak, cou- 


rage to the fearful, and comfort to the tempted ; nay, he did it himſels, 
at the time when thoſe were preſent, who ſo often were ſad witneſſes of 
his diſconſolate ſtate, for to be witneſſes alſo of the foretaſtes of his 
heavenly joy, and this time of mercy was the day before he died. It 
was ually and literally fulfilled in him, what the Prophet in theſe 
which he himſelf choſe for his funeral text, ſays, in that day thou 
ſhalr ſay, O Lord, I will praiſe thee, though thou wa angrywith me; thine 
anger is turned away and thou comforteſt mes From this time he was qui 
religned, and ſabmitted entirely to the will of God, ſaying, * 


What, Chrift, thou doſt is all divine z 

Thy will's moſt juſt and holy 

To thee I yield ; for I am thine: 

In Thee _—_— f 
Thou art my God, whoſe loving rod 

Turns all my ſore diſtreſſes 

Into that voice, which bleſſes. ; | 
Soon after I aſked him, by deſire of fome friends, if he was not de- 
—— — He -anſwered, O yes! 
But what do you fay to it? If you, my reply was, are heartily ſorry for 
your paſt fins, and take refuge in Chriſt, not only in life, but even in 
rang par fe many Ty mean anſwer was, I believe in Chriſt 
IJeſus, .. ning 
Vati 


in 


vation, therefore I am ſafe, and fear not, for whom have I in heaven but 
thee, and there is none upon earth that I defire beſides thee : my fleſh and my 
beart faileth, but God is the firength of my heart, and my portion for ever, 
After this, the ſeat of the covenant was admi to him by a re. 

lar clergyman of the place where he was; and he received-it with 
fen tokens of devotion, that almoſt rn 
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2 
Thy blood, O gen 'rous vine | 
Has ſuch a pow'r and might, 
That it can —— refine | 
The world, and cleanſe it quite 1 
And from death and Satan's jaws, 
Vindicate thy righteous cauſ. 


Before the Sacrament, he bleſſed God for ce comfort received; and 
after it he added, with great affurance and confidence, 


| Lord! my ſpring of conſolation, 
I am thine, — thou SR 
Here's no ſeparation 
T am thine, ſince thou thy paſſion 
Underwent, to th intent, 
Of my ſoul's ſalvation. 
I am thine, ſince I embrace thee 
With my heart, ne'er to part, 
Till thy light folace me: 
Lord, make haſte, tranſlate me Babe 
Where thy love ſhall improve. 
To an endleſs wonder. 


I call you to witneſs for it, O my dear friends, that are now preſent 
here, and had the ſame happineſs with me to be near this hero in 
his death for eight hours ak an half together, and have ſeen him with 
oor own eyes in full preſence of his mind, and in the fruition af his 
| heavenly joy. You are witneſs, I lay, to every t that I have ad- 

vanced now. Nay, was I to mention every particular of what I have 
heard, what time would it But tranſgreſſed the proper 
limits of a diſcourſe already, I haſten to the end. ä 


39. 
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Ovn Buzzed FAnvo | 
died, to the great forrow-of his diſconſolate widow, his deeply 
— orgy Bonn ——— z and yet he left them no 
com 
cept he that has found the full pardon of ſin in the blood of Jeſus,” 
rue, he died 


but, as the book of Wiſdom ſays, Chap. iv. 
ils 13 34s he has ſnatched away, that the malice of the world 
ſhould not pervert his underſtanding. He ſoon grew up to perfection, 
| | God being well pleaſed wich his foul, he 


I have but one thing more to add, my dear friends which is, that 
Ic every one to put this queſtion to himſelf : What ſong of praiſe: 
have Fhitherto ſung to God, my benefactor, for all his infinite mercies 
which he has beſtowed upon me? Nobody, If is here preſent; 


who has not reaſon to confeſs, that he has _ tran that 
precept of the Lord. Be thankful in every thing. And, alas, how 
many may there be of thoſe that never yet God grant, 


n go on in — —.— 9. — — 
can be greater than iogratirnde. ' But if this unhappily | 
caſe with ſome of you, how would ye heap fins with ſins ; and what a 
tremendous Eternity would open itſelf in your conſcience,. even before 
go out of this world, © oo a3 252 \ 4 
Conſider, therefore, I beg on you, your own good; think, as long: 
as it is ſaid to-day, of that which i to come: God remembered you in 
mercy before the foundation of the world, and has proved it by the 
ſending of His Son, that his promiſes are ya, and amen;. and you do 
not care much for this love. Be ſenſible of this moſt henious fin ; con- 
feſs it ; repent for it; and pray God to pardon it, for the merits of 
Jeſus's fake, God, who is full of mercy, will have mercy on all thoſe 
that pray to Him in the name of His Son. But if you have attained to 
it, and perhaps with many-tears, be ſure to perform alſo what on this 
occaſion you have vowed to God. God demands this of you, and the 
uncertainty. of this life requires it. Lay this properly to heart; then 


oor greateſt cate will be to pray with David, from Ffal. xc. ver. 12. 
each u to nanbtr our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom. 
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O Thee, O Eternal God, infinitely good and merciful God, all 
honour, praiſe, glory, and adoration is due, for the gifts of na- 

ture as well as of grace. It is thine own will, O Lord God, that we 
ſhall make prayers, interceſſions, and thankſgiving. Therefore we moſt, 
heartily thank thee, for all thy mercies and loving kindneſſes which 
thou haſt beſtowed upon us, and for all the benefactions which we have 
received, and ſtill receive, in this country; wherein, notwithſtanding. 
we are ſtra we not only eat our bread, and drink our water, under 
our vine and fig-tree, in peace and uninterrupted tranquility; but even 
can ſerve and worſhip thy name jn our language, and after the manner 
of our fathers, ; 5 ; 

We pray thee, moſt merciful God, look down graciouſly on all the 
inhabitants of this cown and the whole nation, and bleſs them tem- 
porally and eternally. | lia MELT, 

Eſpecially we recommend to thy kind protection, his Majeſty our 
moſt gracious king George the Third, our moſt gracious queen Char- 
lotte, his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and the Princeſs Dow- 
ager of Wales, and all the Royal Family.— | 

Let thine eyes, O God, be always fixed on the ſacred perſon of our 
King, and give him that wiſdom which comes from Thy throne, that 
his government may be abundantly bleſſed to the glory of Thy name, 
and to the good of theſe realms, and all his loyal ſubjects, to the lateſt 
poſterity. Grant alſo mercifully, that the trifolium r tender royal 
Princes may be led and conducted, that they be Princes after Thine 
own heart, Princes who have princely thoughts, and remember thee 
their Creator, in the days of their youth; while the evil days come not, 
— the years draw.oigh z when they ſhall ſay, we have no pleaſure in 
them. 

Moreover we heartily praiſe thee, O Lord, for all the mercies which 
thou haſt ſhewn ſo abundantly in our bleſſed brother departed in thee z 
eſpecially, for that work of grace which thou didſt not only begin in 


his ſoul, but happily finiſhed through thy power. O grant, my God, 


that his end, which thou haſt made ſo glorious, may make ſuch an 
impreſſion in our hearts, that we may number our days, and wifely ſet 
our hearts to choſe the better part. 18 | | 

We alſo humbly beg thee, O Lord Jeſus! comfort the heart of his 
diſconſalate widow, and his deeply wounded Parents, by thy Com- 
forter the Holy Ghoſt. Shew . that thou alſo bindeſt wp thoſe 
wounds which thou haſt made. As by thy will they have = 

I 


(1 


N ive them grace to truſt ſo much the more 
in Thee. Let them every day feel more, that Thou art the God of 
r 
il wi y t Thee, 

en of joy ol tho eee 

Wipe alſo the tears from the eyes of all his relations, who by his 
n And grant, that under their mourn- 
cloth, which they now wear, they may be cloathed with Chriſt's 

of ſalvation ; that every one, when he js to leave this world, ac- 
cording to thine own will and pleafure, may have full aſſurances 


of faith to ſay, I have kept the faith: Ie OR 
a crown of righteouſneſs 
— God, thy Son Jeſus Chriſt in us, and ly 


that in pro] and adverſity we may not only co our 
mouths, but 415 heartily believe in him. Blels ws © Lond ourGod, 
and let all the world fear thee, Lord. Amen. 
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HE defgn of hs account bal Beta, and 
the deſire of ſome friends who knew the 
to be in r 
the end of the ſermon, Lhaves ſaid { | 
thoſe who judge in this manner, may conſider it is impoſſible to in- 
r + 
a and edification to the chriſtian” reader. 
If any body ſhould object, that we have already many edifying-re- 
lakes 7 hg behaviour of dying men well written, I agree to it; and 
I conceive my own inability and weakneſs-in this reſpect. But that ſatis- 
; fied not the of my friends, who are of opinion that the words of a 
| dying man, truly. to the auditor or reader, make much — 
—— ay e. with ſtudy, and arranged with. an ACCU 
rate-prec | | 
| This being undeniable concealio al the merits. of de ite 
| neceſſary, I pray every body to conſidet the words of Solomon: that 
ng [44 5-5-6 — and-he upon the carth, to be not raſh nnn 


-- 


o = — Mꝛ— — — — - — — —ů— — 
— — — — — — rr ——— — 


day, the Sunday: He way ipdiffexently well the er br he Ba 


- thi 


( 26 ) 
But before I come to the matter in hand, I will, in few words, men- 


tion how the Divine Providence, without which nothing 
ducted mo to „to aſſiſt the deceaſed in his 
I made, on the ſeventh of November, a viſit at Canonbury-houſe, 
Iſlington, (as I was wont to do ſometimes) where the parents of the 
deceaſed lived. Mrs. S. his mother, on . going away, ſaid to me, 
I ſhould do her a great pleaſure, if, as ſon as I could, I would go 
to the before-mentioned place to whe her ſon, who was a little indiſpoſed, 
and would be very glad of it; and ſtay there ſome and return with 


3, con 


him to N if his health ſhould permit it. a ſhort delibe- 


ration, I promiſed to — with her requeſt. The ninth, in the morn- 


| ing, I went from hence, and I arrived there about nine in the — 


heard from his ſervants, after my arrival, that the whole day 


had longed to ſee me, and that he had choſen the text, Mark vii. 37. 


The Lord bath done all things well; for me to explain to him the 


my ſurprize, was ill upon hearing of my arrival: I'w 
a little in an outer room, until he was come to himſelf _— ; — 
I went in to him. His joy to ſee me is not to be deſcribed, and it is 
eaſier to feel it, than to 4 words. . I ſtood this eveni 
midnight, in his chamber, and left him ſo well that ! flattered moe 1 
— him in a few days to London — 
—— 1 wipes. > We ped ch. het: 
agreeable to us z but God feeth 2 — — — 
. 
to do any thing; he r no or- 
ders it otherwiſe. 

At ten in the morning Þ was with him and found him 
well. I prayed with him, as he deſiredz and we 
his health. Amengſt other things, he ſaid to me, that he 397383 
with an ill will. You hinder, | , the haftening 
recovery. The means are created God for ouy uſe. in the 
of his wife, for whom. he ſhewed to his death the tendereſt love and 
veneration, he promiſed me to follow in all things my counſel,” © © 

Finding him a little moro I turned the dſeourſe upon the 


bounty of God, which he conſtantly ——— to all his creatures, 
and which never failed, but is increaſed every day ; and upon his love, 
which he hath ſhewn- to back · ſliding and rebellious mankind. If God 
had ſhewn kindneſs to the holy angels, filled always with his praiſe, or 


to the firſt man, bearing his i image, in the ſtare of innocence, we _ 
ve 


hours. 


and found den wary 


4 


at it. But it eannot be 


loved us, his 
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and adeniced; - 
755 


en who gov bin) 6 reon for al, 


have no reaſon to be 
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6 295 i 
Southampton: Hlereupon I' wes reſolved” to pay tl phyſi the felt 
viſit, who took a perutine care of him. That was at _ &clock in . 
the morning. - g + 
Seeing him in ſo good a fituation, and believing that ede 
was already paſt, I profited' by tlie opportunity, and l im in 
his room, I adviſed his 3 being deſired to do it byſhis wife; 5 
that there were great hopes ey would ſoon ſee their don „ wes Tus ö 
letter arrived not till after his G nt. % 0092 © Ry 
However, the hope of his deing hoover was very dearering, it was 
but mort, and very deceitful. About noon» he was greatly diſcou-— 
raged. Death appeared to him very fearful, yet his name only terri - 
fied him. Often he offered me his hand to feel his pulſe, and to 
tell him if he was worſe: wy een think: you; chat we thay 


return to London? tat ein nil 
If God will and bleſſeth hs uſo of * 60 FO hicherro, L 
ney in my coffin ; which alas]! was exactly fulfilled. — that 


| ſired him, for his own advantage, to relinquiſh thoſe thoughts which in- 
WI | cdreaſed his weakneſs : but if you will reflect on death, conſider him 
Ku not on this fearful ſide. Death; indeed, is dreadfub to the wicked, be- 
cauſe it is the end of earthly happineſs and temporal pleaſure, and 
1 the beginning of eternal ſorrow: but death muſt be delightful to a 
| | chriſtian, who heartily repenteth him of his ſins, who aſks from God 
grace only for Chriſt's fake, and puts his confidence in Chriſt's juſtice 
| living and dying, becauſe through him he: goes ſooner to his 
Es All that is very good, ſaid he, I never doubted of any point 
1 . chriſtian faith, but I am at preſent much grieved. 
1 His anxiety was before ꝓery great, but now it ſeemed to have obs 
| | tained the higheſt pitch. Pray to God, ſaid: he, I don't know where 
Ts. I ſhall abide for anxiety. Every one could obſerve: it, becauſe he 
[ ſweated for fear, and his words were ac with deep ſighs 
1 1. and ſtreams of tears. Every body whot has ſeen his friend „ will 
i conceive how ſenſibly the ſituation of my friend touched me, and how 
rievous it muſt be to his wife. Kneelin down forthwith, I prayed 
y to God, chat He would be pleaſed graciouſly: to have pity on 
him — to comfort him by Hl chat 25 man eee 
hard temptation and trial. Nene ie vu 
A ſlumber, for about half an hour, fell upon- bim, and. Sten he 
awoke, he deſired very — about one 0 _ in n 


— parents. e, 
repres 


| 
11 
it will be next Wedneſday. I know, ſaid he, that I ſhall go — 
2 de- 
| 


1 g 
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6 29 „ 
— to him che great diſtance of Sou deen fro 
F I deſire Mons 


Want w the of God : I iſed, to ſatisfy his longing, to give 
notice to his parents hoping m_ iperbapys might; 0 ve the al 
ſceing them. l Smart! <A" ae 41 bt 30 
J At eee be e ed by a violent paroryſ e dhe 
ians called it, which was followed by two other fits no vio- 
tj every one of which. ſcemed as it would put an end to his life, du- 
ſome ininutes. Phe fight of the fick was very ſorroꝶ ful in itſelf, 
it was doubled by the preſence, of his almoſt inconſolable ſpouſe. 
on now! fo danger, and iy er ian aſſuring me 1 
ſhould loſe no time, — rue of Mrs. Beckman, 
| adviſed her father! and mothet-in-law:of; the! wiſnes of their ſon, and * 
Added, that according to human appearance there was very, lite hope. 
of his life, and that they muſt immediatel ſet ont on; their-gourney, if 
they would ſee him alive. Although his death ſeemed to be very near 
wall chen Preſent,, and he had four violent ſucceeding fits till 


y{butrhis words ater" — — — 
things ot importance, a8 git, 
2 and made efforts t write his 
is weak "tad rel band could not do it, 
; he: had. recovered more 
„ and: then he might — X wry in his: mind: he 
to it. About ten. o clock his ſyooſe and. don on 
9 —— Ci along Ms err — He red very 
intelligibly, Pretty well. Do you know, I added, what four violent 
fits /you7havei: ſuſtained ? Nes, ſaid he, I know it, but I. viſn God 
n eee Preſerve, me in my 
n brenn e:, -S Een ben Darts moog ob ethitien 
tl he uſed: many affectiobate and tender expreſſions to- 
and raking: my hand, be aſſured me of his conſtant love. 
— alſo + pgs as we may; fu 
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is ſpouſo: if s 
— wicked: w — : theſe, words, L 
and thanked God for which He 9 M = 

cooks de ken hence: plainly, du fr the grace of God. | 
had been made in him, — give heard hi 


— could nos beare har, 
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do God for 


would never ſo in 


fy ” ) 


"Ru 
is aſſiſtance given 
he ſhould be pleaſed if I would do it | 
thanks to the Lord for the relief afforded him, an 
becauſe of his NE ere Df l br magni 
to the ous vine g *. 
Aldlugd he ſeemed well after this, yet 
Four becauſe in a ſhort time he had changed ſo very 
to our expectation he reſted well all night. In the 
him awake, 1 went and informed m how he 
well, was his anſwer; we will give _ thanks 
8 


of. Returnin 


1 2 


: : 
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q 
41 


iz 


tf 
is 
bf 


us, and brought us to the beginnin this 8. 1 glad 
of what he uttered, and rendered God thanks. Finding well 
again, I thought it was the ſeaſon to try him and to hear if he would 
ſubmit himſelf in all things to the will of God, as it 1 _— 
for a child of God to do. I i 2 could you die with 
quiet mind, if God ſhould this day call away from this world? 
Here he anſwered, I know that I am to 

1 rr 

fired him amicably to tell me the reaſon” which 

ſent from dying with joy : is it riches or friends 


to leave? No, ſaid he, to leave them gives 
there is no comfort in WAN 3 never 
me. I remembered a like e 
before when he was in | i 
creature is a man, ar GH oi — and all | 
hen do . the has ok" hdye "ht Tr nts EE 
ing all his temporal happineſs z but more miſerable are thoſe, ſaid-I, 
who like the biſhop of Laodicea, Revelation ili. 27. in their imagination 
are rich and h „ and who know not that are wretched and 
miſerable, yy ind and naked. Tes, yes, replied he, 

know not their ſpiritual miſery, are much mote miſerable. 
We foe From his, that che deceaſed convinced of- 
it 


— a pauſe, and conſider, that all 8 — 
bright ſoever they may appear to us, are bye tranſitory : chen fr 


upon them. Riches and power are | 
the Lord, and walks in his ways, becauſe he fixes not his: hears 
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| upon 
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caſion too great a ſurprize, if he came upon lim ſuddenly s wet 
to acquaint hin previouſly of his father's arrival; he immediately tay 


up in chis bed, and welcomed: his father with a countenance the moſt 
expreſſive of joy. In what afflidtion of mind hia poor parent muſt be, 
you can beſt figure to yourſelf}: reader, if you . ii but bonſider, chat 


thirteen months ſince he had loſt one very hopeful ſon} and nom heheld 


this at preſent, his only ſon, at the point of death: but I ſnould xather 
ſay he beheld him at the gates of heaven, as you ſhall n] hear. 
After a ſhort converſation the deceaſed, obſerving his friends ru¹ĩqd 

his bed, ſaid to his father, Tou, ſee, dear father, Ichave none but 
friends about me, and they all together cannot help) me. From theſe 
words the. father took occaſion; to ſay to him, My ſon, the will and 
wiſhes of your friends are truly laudable ; and, though they cannot 
aſſiſt you, God ſtill liveth, from whom alone cometh the very -belp.- 
He knoweth the very time of relief. He knoweth when it is good and 
neceſſary· We muſt truſt in Him, our God to his will, we muſt ſub - 


mit, whether it be to live or to die. Vou are at preſent in great danger, 


and it is your duty to kiſs the rod of the Lord. We have not here an 
continuing place, but we ſeek one to come. Our God alone meaneth 
us well. Lou can ſee it, inaſmuch as he hath given us his Only begott 
ſon, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever aan 
life. We muſt. believe in our Lord Jeſus, becauſe God hath ſet him | 
to be a propitiation, Rom. iii. 28. In his name we muſt pray, if we will 
be heard. O. God, if every thing forſake me, do theu the belt; toe. 
I hope, my ſon, you will remember that in your ſickneſe, and join 
only with Jeſus the God of our ſal vation. His afflicted father having: - 


ſpoke to him ſome time in this comfortable manner, it was agreed % 


leave him to himſelf, that he might not be over fatigued: he turned, 
himſelf about in his bed, and did beſeech God moſt heartily, that He 
would be pleaſed to grant him his grace and aſſiſtance according to his 
promiſes. He was thereafter employed half an hour in meditations, 
and frequently with ſighs was heard to ſay, Look upon me graciouſiy 
for thy ſon Jeſus's ſake. About half an hour three, he be- 
gan to be of good cheer and joyful, having been before e voted o 
ſorrow : all the grief which had wrung his heart was paſt: there 
was / nothing in this world that could grieve him, or with whieh he could 
be pleaſed: he did poſſeſs the treaſure in which are hid all rea-: 
ſures: Ol excellent treaſure, which he had found: in which his mourn - 
ful and afflicted ſoul could only meet with comfort: this treaſure com: 
prehended the grace of God and Chriſt, with his Nan 

11411 3 3 e 


( 33 ) 
the reconciliation with, and the peace of God; the juſtice of God, the 
remiſſion of *fins,” ſalvation and everlaſting life. Before he by. 
the way of appropriation this treaſure, he to ſee thoſe to whom 
on earth he had the greateſt obligation; but at preſent he forgot all 
that can delight the eyes and mind of men, and his only ſtudy was 
to conſider the author and finiſher of his faith, ro admire the goodneſs 
of Gad, to forth the excellent work which He had performed on 
him, and to praiſe his name for it. Having remarked ſometime the 
joyfulneſs of the deceaſed, I afterwards enquired of him the reaſon of 
it: he anſwered, I have reaſon enough, becauſe I have peace with 
| God, the aſſurance of the iveneſs of my ſins. He applied to 
himſelf the words of St. Paul, Romans v. 1. therefore being juſtified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I 
wonder no longer at n y, was my — _—_— 
very important point to have peace with God we can rejoice lawfully 
for the jewel of © temporal. but we have more reaſon to rejoice 
for the godly peace, which is above all reaſon, How happy is the 
chriſtian who knoweth that he is reconciled with God by the death of 
Chriſt : becauſe he has no reaſon to fear either the wrath of the Al- 
mighty, or the power of darkneſs, nor death, nor hell itſelf: he is in 
cheet in all emergencies, becauſe. Jeſus, ſaid he, had by his death 
appeaſed the anger of God; ſpoiled the — — and powers; 
taken away the power of death and the victory of the grave. | 
Sometime after that I told him, that I 2 ſee him ſo 
cheerful, and that all preſent could not ſufficiently declare their joy 
in words. Having then, ſays I, obtained ſuch a precious jewel as the 
| of God, from whence are you ſure of it? He joyfully anſwered, I 
e the witneſs in my ſpirit, that I am a child of God: the world 
— eprman. ſuch a comfortable witneſs, and it appears to them 
The natural man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God, for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know them. The be- 
fore-mentioned words of the are uoted from Ro- 
mans vii. 16. where St. Paul ſheweth to the faithful in what a happy 
condition they were, becauſe they did not walk after the fleſn, but 
after the ſpirĩt, and there was no condemnation to them which are in 
Chriſt; they had no more reaſon to fear : you have not received the 


ſpirit of 
neſs with our ſpirit, that we are > AD 


again to fear, but you have received the ſpirit of 
y ve cry, Abba, Father: the ſpirit itſelf beareth wit- 
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It often falls out, as experience ſheweth us, that a true believer 
in great neceſſities cannot call for God, but then calleth the 
Ghoſt itſelf, as St. Paul writeth, Galatians iv. 6, becauſe: you are his 
ſons, God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his Son, into your hearts, 


crying Abba, father. Becauſe he alledged ſo many comfortable paſ- 
of the certitude of his ſhare in Jeſus, 1 recited to him the 


= verſes of a confolatory ſong, and ay r e 
bly aſter me. 2 
I'm rejoic'd and full of peace, Wet. 
Since Chriſt Jeſus now I know, | 
I can reſt—all tumults ceaſe, 
In his boſom, where I go. 
Cheriſh'd in that bleſſed place. 
Neither death nor ſin I fear, e A 1505 
Chriſt, his wounds, my ſins efface, 
And his pow'r protects me here. | 


He did no more repent that the Lord's hand had been ſo heavy 
upon him, for he ſaw himſelf richly comforted for it: the comfort 
that the comforter the Holy Ghoſt afforded to him, was ſo efficacious, 
that he almoſt became alive again, and could ſay with Hezekiah, O 
Lord, by theſe things men live, and in all cheſe things is the life of 
my ſpirit. Behold, — peace I had great bitterneſs : but thou haſt in 
5 to my ſoul, delivered i it from — pit of corruption. Iſaiah xxxviii. 
16, 17. 

How much ſoever his relations were concerned at his ſufferings, 
ſeeing his joy in God, they ſuſpended their ſorrows. The danger 
which he was in as to his body, ſeemed to them to be no longer a 
danger. They wiſhed much, that his life, would it pleaſe God, — 
be lengthened ſtill, but having no hopes of that, they were glad that 
they ſhould not loſe him for ever, but merely for a ſhort time. God's 
word aſſured them, that the dead, who died ia the Lord, were bleſſed 
from thenceforth ; yea, ſaith the ſpirit, they reſt from their labour, and 
their works follow them. Revelation xiv. 4 . 

As our friend perſiſted in his reſolution to truſt clone. in Jeſus, and 
got alſo a little more ſtrength of body, I was deſired at five o'clock, 
to aſk him if he had an inclination. to take once more the holy fa- 
crament: he ſeemed at firſt to muſe over my queſtion to bimſelf; 
but ſoon replied, I ſhould tell my opinion about it. Hereupon I 


told him ſhortly the duty of a faithful communicant, afking him if - 
I wou 


TY 

would ere in Jeſus, the fole cauſe of his ſalvation, and behave 
like a faithſul warrior of His, even to his life's end. Having anſwered 
it with a joyful yes, the miniſter of that place was ſent for: from 
that time to ſeven o'clock, when; the miniſter was preſent, he himſelf 
was wondering at the kindneſs of God, prailing and exalting him, and 
e himſelf to receive the ſacrament as à chriſtian ought, Cone 
vinced of his ſinful ſtate, he prayed to the God of his ſalvation for the 
wedding gargeats, that he might appear as a worthy Fenn at the 
bridal He aſcribed every thing to the grace of God, the love and 
merits of his Saviour z to himſelf nothing but his fins ; but theſe were 
forgiven him for that reaſon. The miniſter bei and having un- 
| dertaken che ſervice, he behaved — all preſent were ex · 
ceedingly moved at it. Receiving the ſign of the covenant out of the 
miniſter's hand, he lifred up his trembling; hands and his eyes ta heaven 
and ſighed. . The words which he made uſe of, were like: thoſe of that 
y doctor of our church, Mr. Meiſner, who receiving the ſacrament 
re he died, ſaid, O! Lord Jeſus, thou haſt given me Thy body 
to eat, and to drink Thy blood; in theſe thou haſt given me every ing. 
I wrap myſelf wholly up in Thee; hold me cloſe to Thee and I will 
not leave Thee. O Lord Jeſus, Thou haſt given to eat and to drink 
this thy body, therefore it cannot remain in the earth, but muſt riſe 
once after this time and come forth. After that he faid the before- 

mentioned verſe, Or | 


When this holy ſervice was ended, I went to my room, and wrote 
down what I had heard. Scarce was I a quarter of an hour by myſelf, 
when there entered a perſon who had ſhed many tears for his ſake, and 
deſired of me to go to his room, jointly with him to obſerve his heavenly 
Joy. I went preſently, and ſat down near his bedſide, the better to hear his 
. words, which e roy APR PL rn up Tp A very appa- 

rent ; he giving thanks to God, that he had made him fit to be a par- 
taker of the Sdints in light, delivered him from the _ of darkneſs, 
and tranſlated him into the kingdom of His Son. then mentioned 
St. Paul's words, Hpb. 34. 5: Bleſſed be the Lord and Father of 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in 

in Chrift; zs he has choſen us in him, be- 

fore the foundation of the world. That we ſhould be holy, and with- 
out blame, before him, in love ; having predeſtinated us unto the 
adoption of children, by Jeſus A tumſelf, according to * —— 
57 2 | pleaſure 
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jeaſure of his will, to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
E made us accepted in the beloved. I cannot deny, but that hear. 
ing the departed in the Lord ſpeak thus, I was quite tranſported with 
joy, and the words of Revelation xxi. 3. * darted into my mind: 
Behold the tabernacle of God is with men.—Again at 10 o'clock 1 
ſpoke a little to him, and afked him, if he choſe any refreſhment. 
- He choſe a little cordial for ſeveral days before, but neither eat or 
drank any thing elſe; nor could be prevailed upon ſo to do, he being 
entirely ſatisfied with the food that worked to him eternal life. On 
which I put to him the queſtion over again, If he was ſure of his eternal 
happineſs ? to which he replied, with Job, chap. xix. 25, 26, 27. I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon 
the earth. After the worms, bred underneath the-ſkin, have deſtroyed 
this earthly body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God; whom I ſhall, ſee for 
myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not for another. O happy 
man! I replied, You dread not the agonies of death; but how mulb 
the wicked tremble at this hymn: Joey | 


Eternity, tremendous word, . „ een 0 
Home- ſtriking point, heart - piercing ſword, d. 
Beginning without ending; „ 58 
Eternity without a ſhore, 1 563 
Wherever fiery billows roar, 
What is thy ſight portending? 
One glimpſe of thine unfathom'd deep, 
Would rouſe a wretch from ſinful ſleep. 


But you ſpeak now in hope of glory, 
Eternity, delightful ſound, 
Where real joys are to be found, 


And ſcenes of endleſs bliſs before je. af | 
He continued ftill in the ſame mind at twelve o'clock at night, as 


appeared from his words which he ſpoke to me, as I related in the 
beginning of the ſermon. After twelve he fell into a ſleep that 


4 
* * _—_— 


® I did alledge that text at the end of the ſermon, but by the printer's miſtake it was 

overlooked. Likewiſe the hymn he had choſen and appionted to be ſung after the ſermon. 
What thou my God do'ft, all's well done, &, | 

laſted 


469 
laſted about an hour, and then he had thirteen ſucceſſiye fits; and, 
about nine o'clock in the morning, he yielded up the ghoſt, on 
Tueſday the ninth of November, 1765, in the twenty - ſeventh year of 
his age. He died a true warrior of Jeſus, full of confidence and faith in 
his Redeemer, to obtain from his hands the crown of eternal life, which 
he had enjoyed already here by faith ooo NO 


$ FL * 
14 * 


No leſs edifying was the end of the younger brother of the departed 
in the Lord, Mr. William Beckman, who, by his faith in the Lord 
Jeſus, and by his patience in his ſickneſs, had given him almoſt the 
example to die well and to inherit the promiſe. - He lived three years 
at the Univerſity of Oxford, and applied very carefully to the ſtudy of 
divinity: the ſuperiors of Brazen-noſe college always made honourable 
mention of him: on this account he was'a great joy to his parents, and 
gave them the ſweet hope to be a comfort to them, in their haſtily ap- 
proaching years. But as God knows the beſt what is uſeful and falu- 
tary to us, He laid him a great while a- bed with a ſick and languiſhing 
body. Three days before his end he lay ſpeechleſs; as ſoon as he 
eould ſpeak again, which was on the Saturday morning before he died, 
he began to ſhew that as he did love God in health, he loved him (till 
at the brink of the grave. Burning with love and reverence towards his 
God, and prompted by a hearty deſire to ſee others as happy as himſelf, 
he called three times, quite loud, O, ſinners ariſe and repent, for the 
Son of God has appeared? I have Overcome death, hell, and the 
devil! O, come to the Saviour of the word! 
een Fee en eee ener OP nt 


An hour before he died, his phyſician came and aſked him how he 
did? he replied, never better: and aſking him again, if he did not feel 
any pain in his limbs? he anſwered, no where: ſorely he did not feel 
any more pain, his wound being healed by applying Chriſt's merit: 
as a full conviction of which, to thoſe who were E ent, he began to 
talk amply of the ſufferings of Jeſus, and proved they belonged to every 
finner, how great ſoever, if he is not ſtiff-necked, and wilfully perſiſts 
in his ſins. To prove what he had ſaid, he cited the words of the Great 
Prophet, who ſays, I am come to ſeek and ſave what is loſt. Sundry 
perſons being at the ſame time in the room, he turned to them, and 
aſked, Do you believe this? One amongſt them, ſeeing he inſiſted upon 
an anſwer, ſaid, Yes: This is, replied he, well for you. After this, 
the departed in the Lord, exhorting all that were about him to hearken to 
his words, with the ſame urgent expreſſions I have mentioned * 

2 atan, 
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Satan, who with his cunning arrow attacks all men, endeavoured ſtill 
to make him waver in his conſcience ; but he called confidently, 
O Satan, thou prince and ruler of air, do thy worſt ; thou art judged: 
for Jeſus, ſaid he three different times, is God's Son; he has done 
what the Mediator promiſed, by God, he ſhould do. Then he ſaid, 
to the perſon ſitting next to him, ls not this the pattern of God's Son? 
O what an excellent pattern! Being at the ſame time very weak, he was 
deſired to ſpeak a little lower, that he might not hurt himſelf : he ac- 
cordingly did ſo, but afterwards ſpoke very loud, defiring thoſe that 
were preſent to draw near him, and gave them his laſt bleſſing: he 
was then again deſired to ſpare himſelf. How, ſaid he, ſhould not 
I ſing to the praiſe of my God: therefore he ſung a hymn, 
which, being a dying man, was very moving to the ſpectators, it being 
to the praiſe and glory of his Saviour; and then fell into a ſwoon, 
during which there was prayer three times; and, when the third mini- 
ſter ended his prayer, he three times anſwered, Amen; and died on 
Saturday the twentieth of October, 1764, at Clapham, in the houſe of 
Mr. William Hervey, to the great grief of his parents and friends: but 
theſe meet with ſufficient relief, if they conſider the words of Ifaiah, 
chap. lvii. 1, 2. the righteous is taken away from the evil to come: 
he ſhall enter into peace: they ſhall reſt in their beds, each one walkin 
in his uprightneſs. In that manner are gone to heaven both tho 
gentlemen, who were brothers, and of whom I could have mentioned 
many excellent actions, if that had been my aim; but thoſe who knew 
them, will remember them always. The God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you what is well pleaſing 
py his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be glory for ever and ever, 
men. 


O LIFE 
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| O LIFE, N and d. | 
| How cruel ä nets; 
*  . » © © Thou tak'ſt away our friends before 
| Are ripe, and every tender tye diſſol cx. 
This haſt done, to my o private. 3 
And yet, Melpomene, forbtar to wall 3: 
N but by Providence: Ts 
re is a .omnipatently great, | 
Who heav'n, earth, ſea, an penny Ap wot hg 
Has form'd from nothing.——E'en the flood of grief 
Conduct us to his throne, and plagues and troubles 
Draw with him, who ſtill bears the moſt himſelf, 40 
Was it not love and grace, . 
That ſent his ſon ; yea, n 
From mortal ſinner to avert | 
The darts of death and merits of our crimes. 
All men, O God | who wiſh and ſeek to know thee, 
Muſt prove thy love in agony and death 
Yet this is not a taſk of caſe; in days 
Of riches, honour, friends, and worldly 2:55 
When pay > > youth, and lively gai 
Leads us to follow faſhion and our pl 
But things a total diff rent aſ ed 
When wak'd by guilt we find our ſinful ſelves. 


This, O my friend, thou knew'ſt ; and therefore pray'd 
To God, — Chriſt ; from thence ſuſtain'd to bear 
; Affliction's burning throes with reſignation. 
The word of God is Chriſt, to men afflicted. 
Thou thus believ*dſt, and found, the bleſt effect: 
Thou call'dſt for aid, and it was ſent from heav'n. 
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\ How joyful waſt thou, when God's pow'r of grace 
$4.28 Shew'd-thee thy ſins remitted z ſhew'd thee peace 0 
And everlaſting life, thro' Chriſt's great merit. 5 
| | Then thou began'ſ to prove triumphant weakneſs, -. — | 
— Surpaſſing human ſtrength, to praiſe thy Saviour. 
8 This was a glorious praiſe ! a good FAREWELL : | 
_ £8 And now thou art a choiriſt in the ſkies, | 14 
7 To laud His name who ſaw that all was good, if 
Thro' Chriſt, ev'n death and ſorrow.— Now thy j Joy | 
1s Jeſus, thy falvation, thy reward. a 
God is alone uncontroverted Power I. | 
- To one he gives longevity : and one | 3s 
wi | He ſnatches, like a bloſſom, to his boſom. 1 — 2 
*Y | Whate'er he does is wiſdom, in th event.: — 9 
Then let me die, my Saviour! like a man! ö 1 
Die like my friend; for this is All I aka; 1 1 9A 
PFor Chriſt, bis ſake, who callsus 0 himſelf, + £1 
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